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THE LAWS OF WAR. 

All the laws of God grow out of his attribute of justice, and lead 
the people into justice, — justice in their desires, and in their inter- 
course social and religious. Christianity is justice in its require- 
ments, rewards and penalties. The sacrifice of the Saviour was made 
to the law and to the love of God which are just. Mercy flows 
from this sacrifice to justice, and by this sacrifice it is now possible 
for human beings to conform to that just law, " Thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thy heart, and thy neighbor as thyself," All 
the justice that is, or ever can be in human society comes from these 
divine laws of justice, and the sacrifices made to them by the Son 
of God. 

Political laws differ from the divine laws, in that they may, or 
may not conform to justice. These laws express the will of men 
moved by goodness, or ambition, or avarice. Laws regulate acts in 
which justice is no consideration, and takes no part. It may be 
revenge, it may be the love of money, it may be the strife of nations 
for mastery, God's higher law is ignored, "justice has fallen in the 
streets, and equity cannot enter." The laws of honor, — of duelling 
do not grow in the soil of justice, and are not gathering the fruits of 
justice. They turn away from justice to something different, some- 
thing opposite, it may be. They are rules and usages of the duel, 
rather than laws. So war has its laws, and its usages also. If the 
international laws of war are few and feeble, yet each nation has its 
own code of laws organizing war, and in time of peace paying ten 
dollars for war as often as it pays one dollar for all other purposes, 
including all expenses for religion, all intellectual cultivation, all 
the improvements in morals, and all the protection of property and 
life. This is true as to the organizations and laws of Europe during 
the present century. 
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The idea and end of Christian justice is not national grandeur, or 
power gained by martial conflict with other nations, and held and 
guarded by preparation for war in time of peace, but it is the greatest 
good of all the nations, and people, and languages that dwell upon 
the earth. The laws of Christian justice are peace on earth and 
good will to men. The end of Christian justice and law is love itt 
all human hearts, love to God, and love to man. The result of these- 
laws is, that man will love his neighbor, and do to another as he- 
will have another do to him. This is as truly national as it is indi- 
dual law, because the nation is a bundle of individuals, and the law 
of justice and of love is not bounded by oceans or mountains, or con- 
ventional lines, by color, or races, or the rights of dynasties. 

But the laws of war, where nations are engaged in war, are not 
justice, — they are not conducted by laws of justice, — their gains and 
losses are not made on grounds of justice, nor are their treaties 
closing the wars respected as justice. The laws regulating the duty 
of each citizen to its own government in time of war, are not strictly 
laws of justice. Some of them may be, and some are not. The pay 
for war extorted from each man is not a just debt to a just govern- 
ment. The soldier who serves in the war, and is killed, or maimed, 
or demoralized, does not owe his life, or limb, or the robbery of hi» 
soul, as a just debt to a just government. The acquisition of terri- 
tory, or other advantages gained in the war by one nation from 
another, is not an acquisition of honest justice and law. It is not 
fair civil bargain, and purchase, and title. The losses are not relin- 
quished in the love of justice. The gains are not held in the law 
of justice. The treaty is not respected in the law of justice. 

After the glorious peace, for which both nations return thanks to 
God, and duly glorify their heroes, they guard their new acquisition* 
by forts and cannon, and keep watch over them night and day, as a 
pirate watches the spoils which he has gained by murder, because he- 
is afraid of justice. So the possessions acquired by war, by the- 
laws of war, by the fortunes of war, by trampling in the dust life 
and property, and individual justice, are held by the same laws of 
war which acquired them, and by little confidence in the treaty, or 
injustice. If these war nations need not, like the pirate, fear sur- 
rounding justice, yet there is a higher law of justice which every 
man in this league of the laws of war ought to fear. 

Among the European nations for the last three centuries, here is a 
sketch of the relation which justice holds to the laws of war. There 
is of necessity no real, strict justice in them. They may occasionally 
contain such justice; but it is in all such cases, mere chance. A. r. 



